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Native Americans 
hunted, fished and picked 
berries on the sites of 
Camas and Washougal 
some 6,000 years ago, 


about the time of the. first 


a 


known to five visited the 
area were a party of 
explorers with Captain 
George Vancouver. On 
Oct. 30, 1792, three British 
sailors planted the British 
flag on Reed Island east of 
Washougal- and claimed 


Early settlers lay fou nd 


boundary treaty of 1846. 
Lewis and Clark and 
their hardy explorers were 
the first Americans to lay 
eyes on this area on their 
western journey to the 
Pacific in 1805 and on 


-their return to Missouri in 


the Columbia River for 1806 


This. 


King George 


claim was erased by the | 
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The name Washougal is 

a adaptation of an Indian 

Meaning “rushing 

wate and pronounced 

“Washoug-ally,” the name 

a an early Indian camp on 
the Washougal River. 


pale blue lily whose 


delicacy in the 
the Pacific 


The first American 
settler was David C. Parker 
who built a log cabin in 
1845 just west of the 
present Tom Blair Marina. 
The first Washougal Post 
Office and school were 
located nearby. In 1880 the 
townsite was moved east to 
its present location. 
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The new town prospered 


as the trading center for 
fruit and dairy farmers. A _ th 


woolen mill was located | 
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